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Song of the Steps, for Solomon
(as rendered from the Masoretic texts)

1. If Yahveh does not-build the house, the builders labor in vain,

wb+ wynæwb wlåm[ ŸawXÜ tybª hníby-al ŸhwÝhy-~a

`rm)wX dqìX ŸawXÜ ry[©÷-rmXy-al) hwðhy-~a
If Yahveh does not guard the city, the guards watch in vain.

hmïlñXl twl©[m)h) ryXï
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3. behold, sons are an inheritance of Yahveh, the fruit of the belly a reward. 

`!jb)h yråp rkªX÷ ~yn+b hwæhy tlåxn hnÝh

4. Like arrows in the hand of warrior, so are the sons of your youth. 

`~yr)w[nh ynåb !k÷ª rwb+g-dyb ~ycïxk 

`an)X wdåydyl( !tßy !kÜ ~yb_c[h ~xlä ylkaß

tbXª-yrxa)m ~wq‡ ymykçXm Ÿ~k’l awXÜ 

you that eat the bread of toil, so He gives to His beloved in sleep. 

2. It is vain for you to rise up early and sit up late, 
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`r[X)b ~ybåywa-ta wrßbdy-yk) wXb+y-al) 
They will not be put to shame when speaking with their enemies in the gate.

~hïmñ wtªpXa-ta alïm rXÜa rbg©h yrÜXa    
5. Happy the man who has his quiver full of them.
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